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Sacramento Blues Society Enlarges  Partnership 
Role in the Festival 

By Willie Brown, President 

The Sacramento Blues Society in partnership 
with Creative Cats Presents (Matson 
Breakey) and Contact  
 Mortgage is hosting and presenting the 
Northern California Blues Festival featur-
ing: Joe Louis  Walker, Chris Cain, The 
Shane Dwight Blues  Band, The Lara  
Price  Band, 
 Strictly For  
Kicks and The  
Steve Foster  
Band.  Please  
note the special  
pricing for our  
members.  Also,  
we are looking for  
volunteers to assist  
in the many duties  

a Festival requires.  If 
you are interested in vol-
unteering for the gate or 
other duties, please con-
tact Cindy Ballinger at 
cballenger61@mac.com.  
Here is the scoop on the 
artists.   
Joe Louis Walker 
Multiple Grammy & WC 
Handy  Award winner, 
Joe Louis Walker is one 
of the most heralded 
blues artists of our time. 
JLW is a true power-
house guitar virtuoso, 
unique singer & prolific 

Mark your Calendars!! 
 

Northern California Blues 
Festival  

Saturday, June 16, 2007  
Fair Oaks Park  

11549 Fair Oaks Blvd.  
Fair Oaks, CA 95628  

(916) 924-3836  
Noon - 10:00 PM  

Great Music, Great Food, 
Arts & Crafts, Kids Games 

& Face Painting, Beer & 
Wine and more!  

All Ages Welcome  
Ticket available online at 

www.NorthernCaliforniaBlu
esFest.com and at local 

vendors including the Fair 
Oaks Recreation & Park 

District, Sacramento Brew-
ing and SBC's Oasis. 

Prices:  
VIP Seating: $40.00 (limited 

availability)  
General Admission: $20.00 

(pre-pay online)  
General Admission: $25.00 

(at the gate)  
Blues Society Members: 

$15.00 (valid card)  
Seniors 55+, Youth 11 - 18 

yrs., Students (with ID): 
$15.00  

Children 10 yrs. & under: 
FREE  

 
songwriter who has toured the 
world religiously throughout his 
career and earned himself a 
legion of dedicated fans around 

Festival Adds Dimension 
By Matson Breakey 

The Northern California Blues Festi-
val – that is the new name of our eight 
year old Blues in the Park taking place 
at Fair Oaks Park in Fair Oaks, Califor-
nia. 
 
First established in 2000 by local Real-
tor Sterling Watkins and the Fair Oaks 
Recreation & Park District, Blues in the 
Park was a fundraiser for local non-
profit, Women Escaping A Violent En-
vironment (WEAVE). In 2004, with 
changing dynamics and changing pri-
orities the event was going to be can-
celled, but a team led by myself (of 
Creative Cats Presents and co-
founder of the West Coast Brew Fest 
and the Fair Oaks'toberfest) made it 
our mission to keep the event alive.  
 
With the endorsement of Sterling Wat-
kins and the cooperation of the Sacra-
mento Blues Society, we took on the 
challenge of keeping Blues in Sacra-
mento.  Blues in the Park became a 
community-based event supporting a 
number of non-profit organizations like 
The Make A Difference Project and 
Yes 2 Kollege. Three years later, 
Blues in the Park is still going strong.  
But, this year, with a new vision and 
the growing support of the Sacra-
mento Blues Society, the Sacra-
mento region's only Blues festival is 
going through another evolution.  
 
This latest change is about growing 
the event to entertain all the Blues 
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Califor-
nia fan  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
favor-
ite. 

From the MAIN STAGE at the Mon-
terey Blues Festival, to the Main Stage 
at the Florida "Springing the Blues" 
Festival, from the Portland Waterfront 
Blues Festival to the San Diego Blues 
Festival the band has covered hun-
dreds of festivals. From National tele-
vision to national radio the bands' CD's 
have been played on over 220 radio 
stations worldwide.   The future is 
bright and the band is excited about 
the prospects to come! 

The Lara Price Band 
The Lara Price Band features an All 
American singer with a sultry stage 
presence and a voice that demands 
you're attention - smoky, lonely, sexy, 
and powerful. It's no wonder her music 
transcends the blues and crosses a 
line into music that is unequivocally 
superb.   The band also features one 
of the best up & coming guitarist, Ms. 
Laura Chavez. The band represented 
the Sacramento Blues Society in the 
International Blues Challenge held in 

Memphis, Tennessee this last Febru-
ary. 

Strictly For Kicks 
Sacramento Blues Society "Band 
Member" and local favorite, Strictly 
For Kicks, return for their third ap-
pearance at this festival!   Clark 
Bishop (guitar/vocal/front-man), Ja-
son Haxton (bass), Dirk Van Stralen 
(lead guitar) and Harry "The Baum" 
Baumgardner (drums) perform with 
energy, charisma, talent, and a strong 
and loyal following.   
 Steve Foster Band 
The Steve Fos-
ter Band is a 
high energy trio 
that delivers a 
top-notch per-
formance every 
time they take 
the stage. Mr. 
Foster sings 
and plays in a 
gutsy, fiery style 
that evokes 
memories of the 
best blues/rock 
stars of days 
gone by. His honest, no nonsense 
presentation is a delight to fans of 
both blues and rock music. Audi-
ences delight in Steve's world class 
slide guitar skills.   Steve, along with 
Steve Boutte (bass & vocals) and 
Skip Murphy (drums) are the host 
band for the weekly SacBlues Pro 
Jam at Louie's Lounge in Rancho 
Cordova. 

B L U E S  f r o m  p a g e  1  
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the globe. He has recorded with the 
likes of BB King, James Cotton, Bon-
nie Raitt, Taj Mahal, Huey Lewis, 
Branford Marsalis, Steve Cropper, 
Shemekia Copeland & Ike Turner, 
with a discography that counts 18 
solo albums, 2 live DVD's, and count-
less compilations and guest appear-
ances.  Still recording & touring with a 
vengeance, JLW is already being 
referred to within his world as a 
"living legend."  However, as Walker 
himself would say, "the best is yet to 
come!" 

Chris Cain 
Chris Cain's jazz-tinged, blues 
soaked guitar and deep, warm vocals 
have the maturity and authenticity of 
bluesmen many years his senior. His 
expressive style is the result of a life-
time of study and the relentless pur-
suit of music mastery. His passion 
and intensity are a blend of his 
mother's Greek ancestry and his fa-
ther's soulful black heritage. Through 
his guitar mastery and remarkable 
songwriting ability, Chris Cain has 
established himself as a musical 
force to be reckoned with. And as 
San Jose Mercury News music re-
viewer John Orr writes, "more than 
anyone else, anywhere, Chris Cain 
represents the future of the blues." 
Shane Dwight Blues Band 
In the past 5 years Shane and his 
band have performed over 1000 
shows and has become a Northern 
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Greetings SBS members,  
 
As Spring takes root here in our 
beautiful Northern California 
landscape and as Summer 
approaches, the blues scene is 
thriving! 
 
Just this last May 6th, the 
Sacramento Blues Society and our 
Blues in the Schools program held 
an exceptional fund raising event.  
A BIG “thanks” goes out to the BITS 
committee, specifically Gaye Wood, 
Cynthia Jaynes, Liz Walker and 
Nancy Blackburn for organizing 
this wonderful event.  The student 
bands were amazing!  The BITS 
teachers, including Lew Fratis, 
Jimmy Pailer and Joe Lev have 
done a tremendous job.  The 
entertainment with the Daniel 
Castro Band with special surprise 
guest Volker Strifler, Mick Martin 
& friends, the Jimmy Pailer Band 

along with Lew 
Fratis and Dana 
Moret was the best!  
Thanks again! 
 
Check out Page 1.  
Coming shortly will 
be the inaugural 
“Northern 
California Blues 
Festival” hosted by 
this society.  On 
June 16th in the Fair 
Oaks Park and presented by Contact 
Mortgage will be Joe Louis Walker, 
Chris Cain, Shane Dwight Blues 
Band, The Lara Price Band, Strictly 
For Kicks and The Steve Foster 
Band.  I’m so pleased to have a blues 
festival back in the area and one we 
can call our own and is loaded with our 
Northern California artists.  This one-
day festival will be to benefit Through 
The Mind - a non-profit program 
providing free alternative mental health 

services for our war veterans. 
There is even more to come!  We 
will partnership with our brothers 
and sisters of the Bay Area Blues 
Society with their “From Chicago 
to Russell City Festival” 
featuring Chicago blues greats 
Pinetop Perkins, Big Time 
Sarah, Willie “Big Eyes” Smith 
and much more on July 7th & 8th in 
Oakland.  See the flyer on page 7. 
 
We also have planned a 

“Fireworks Booth Fund Raiser” for the 
BITS program with live entertainment 
the week of June 28th through July 4th.  
Come out and support this endeavor.  
The music will be great.   
 
Thank you for being a member of the 
Sacramento Blues Society!  We are 
attempting to take our Society further up 
the blues ladder and are keeping the 
blues alive with your help. 
 

W i l l i e ’ s  W o r d s  
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 lovers of Northern California and beyond, , while serving very timely causes.  The Northern California Blues Festival 
(NCBF) will not only bring great talent to the region, it will also help raise money for Through the Mind, a program of the 
Make A Difference Project – originally started to provide mental health education, it now focuses on providing free alterna-
tive mental health therapy to war veterans.  The Northern California Blues Fest 2007 will feature six artists starting at Noon 
and going until 10:00 pm. As my CreativeCats partner William Neece put it, "The Line-Up this year is incredible! Our head-
liner is the very talented and Grammy Award-winning Joe Louis Walker. Along with the legendary Chris Cain, master 
showman Shane Dwight, and local rising star Lara Price, it’s the greatest talent line-up we've ever had!"  Additional per-
formers will include local favorites Strictly for Kicks and the Steve Foster Band.   
 
We didn't just change the name and increase the talent, the event layout will be different this year. We're adding restricted 
VIP seating right in front of the stage, complete with cocktail servers, and a special back-line for our terrific sponsors.  VIP 
seating tickets are limited and are available on their website for only $40. Sponsorships range from $250 to $5000 depend-
ing on visibility and area of support.  Like any event, we look for sponsors to help cover the base cost.  That allows a ma-
jority of your revenue support the non-profit organization. 
 

General seating tickets are Tickets will be $25 at the gate, but purchase your tickets early and save $5. 
Seniors and students are only $15. See front page for ticket prices for card-carrying Sacramento Blues 
Society members.  Gates open at 11:30 and the first band starts promptly at Noon. More information is 
available online or by calling 916-924-EVENTS. 
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by Gaye Wood, photo by Alan Dismuke 

The Sacramento Blues Society 
continues its ongoing support 
for the Blues in the Schools 
(BITS) Program with the First 
Annual Fireworks Booth.  The 
booth will be located in the new 
mall on Calvine Road and West 
Stockton Boulevard, near 99 
South.  This fundraiser will offer 
safe and sane fireworks to the 
community, as well as free Live 
Blues Performances by area 
musicians and local students. 
The booth will open at 12noon, 

Thursday, June 28 and continue 
sales to July 4 at 10PM.  Our 
offering of live mu-
sic will run  from Friday, June 29, 
6-9PM, to Saturday and Sunday, 
June 30 and  July 1 @ 2-6PM.  
  
We continue to look for volun-
teers to work shifts at the booth, 
sell script and help with phone 
banks and canvassing.  If you 
would like to help us fund our 
BITS program, please contact 
Steve Gerdsen @ 965-3531. 

 

classes.  Their students 

played an entire set for our 

Benefit with style and 

joy.  They were the hit of the 

show. Thanks to school 

music teachers Steve Boett-

ner and John Ousley for 

their assistance with our 

guitar programs.  The blues 

will continue through young 

people like we saw on May 

6th.  Teens Kyle Rowland, 

harmonica player from CA 

Middle School and Angel 

Martinez, guitar player from 

Hiram Johnson West Cam-

pus, played for Channel 10 

prior to the Benefit, to pro-

mote this event.  It was their 

first TV appearance and 

they played very well. We 

are most grateful to the 

Clarion Hotel, especially 

Randy Muesling, for hosting 

this event.  

Mick Martin has lectured about 

the blues and played for our 

BITS’s assemblies for the past 

three years.  He has made a huge 

impact on the thousands of stu-

dents and teachers in the greater 

Sacramento area as well as in 

Yolo County.  This school year, 

Jimmy Pailer, lead guitar, assisted 

him, with Joe Lev, Marta Gee and 

Stan Alves on bass and Peter 

Philis on drums.  Occasionally, 

Kyle Rowland would step in and 
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The Blues 

in the 

Schools 

had a very 

eventful 

May with a 

successful 

Benefit on 

May 6th at the Clarion Ho-

tel.  A  special thank you to 

the chairs of this event, Liz 

Walker and Cynthia 

Jaynes.  Thanks to Dana 

Moret who acted as our MC 

as well as singing with her 

beautiful, gutsy voice.  Blues 

artists- the Daniel Castro 

Band, Mick Martin, Kyle Row-

land and the Jimmy Pailer 

Band, played to a capacity 

audience, while people 

danced and partied away the 

afternoon. Thanks to BITS’s 

teachers, Jimmy Pailer, Joe 

Lev and Lew Fratis who 

taught for our free After-

School Group Guitar 

play harp.  We always loved it 

when Kyle joined in.  These 

wonderful musicians have made 

a difference in the lives of the 

people they touched as evi-

denced by written and verbal 

responses from the schools. 

 

It has been with great pleasure 

that I served the Sacramento 

Blues Society.  Thank you to 

past president Valeriejeanne 

Anderson and current president 

Will Brown and their boards for 

sponsoring the Blues in the 

Schools programs.  The beat 

goes on.     
  
 Ed Note:  Gaye Wood has sub-
mitted her resignation as Chair 
of the BITS program after many 
successful  projects to enlarge 
our program.  We will miss her 
dedication to the program, and 
wish her the best as she goes 
into changing activities and  
endeavors with her newly retired 
spouse 
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By Deborah A. Gregory 

I attended the Grandaddy of 
Jazz and Heritage Festivals, 
the 2007 New Orleans 
JazzFest.  I have been at-
tending for about 30 years, 
and both the Fest and I have 
changed.  Thirty eight years 
ago, the first Fest had about 
100 artists and less than 50 
in attendance.  The artists 
were mostly local unknowns, 
and Louis Armstrong was a 
headliner.    
 
The Fest is recognized as 
giving the other local musi-
cians more identity in the 
music world.  Today that still 
holds true, as young 
“unknowns” perform at the 
Fest, and soon are playing in 
New York clubs or have 
joined tours around the 
world.  No wonder New Or-
leans is known for develop-
ing musicians.  Of course, 
they also have a belief that 
any child that wants an in-
strument and lessons should 
have them, which helps keep 
new musicians developing.  
If only the rest of the nation  
- and the world –  had a pro-
gram  like that!  Music – the 
international language – 
could do a lot to keep us out 
of strife and war.   
 
Through the years, the Fest 
has also reflected changing 
musical tastes, as the Trad 
Jazz and Heritage music 
stages and tents got smaller, 
and the Jazz, Gospel and 
Blues tents got much larger.  
They are now the three larg-

also a dedicated, solid blues 
bass player. Chuck has 
worked with great musicians 
such as Sonny Rhodes, Phil 
Guy, and Ron Thompson. 
Chuck is a member of the 
Bay Area Blues Society All-
stars and played for John 
Lee Hooker for 4 years. 
 
Steve Gatz says he likes to 
have two lead guitars on 
stage and Rich Kirch joined 
the band 3 years ago. The 
great John Lee Hooker 
brought Rich to California 
and was his lead guitarist for 
13 years, touring and re-
cording until John’s death. 
Rich is a Chicago native who 
toured and recorded with the 
Jimmy Dawton Blues Band 
for 6 years in the 70’s. Later 
he toured with the Jimmy 
Rogers blues band for 3  
years. He also played and 
recorded with such greats as 
Junior Wells, Charlie Mussel-
white, Greg Allman, Walter 
Horton and others. 
 
Grant Urias plays lead guitar 
and sings. This man has 
been a premiere blues guitar-
ist for many years in the Sac-
ramento area. Locals know 
Grant to play with a variety of 
bands and to host many local 
jams in the Sacramento area, 
such as the First Friday Jam 
in the Blue Room at the Clar-
ion and The Moon River 
Blues Jam in Freeport on 
Sunday afternoons starting in 
April (both of these jams in-
clude Steve Knobles as well). 
Grant has performed at the 

Sacramento and Monterey 
Blues Festivals several 
times with many blues leg-
ends. He is the newest 
member of the band join-
ing in 2006. 
 
Larry Martin plays drums 
double shuffle style and is 
the heart of the band. 
Larry’s extensive blues 
career is apparent to the 
listening pleasure of those 
who have the opportunity 
to hear this man tap those 
drums. He has an exten-
sive blues career, re-
cording and touring with 
John Lee Hooker for 7 
years, including Carnegie 
Hall. He played with Char-
lie Musselwhite for 6 years 
and Luther Tucker for 3 
years. Just when you think 
he could not possibly have 
done one more thing you 
learn that over the years 
he also backed up on 
stage Big Mama Thornton, 
Bo Diddley, Albert King, 
Paul Butterfield and Mike 
Bloomfield. 
 
Once you hear Steve Gatz 
and DoubleShuffle, you 
will never forget them and 
you may recognize the 
higher standard when you 
hear their performance. 
They  
made me feel the blues 
(Chicago Blues) and re-
member why I came out to 
listen. For more informa-
tion go to SteveGatz.com 
or call 209-217-7532 to 
book a gig. 

Steve Gatz and DoubleShuffle 
play “Chicago style” blues. 
Steve Gatz is the obvious  
“leader of the band”  with a 
powerful stage presence. He’s 
a very likable guy who has no 
trouble promoting what he 
does best, he sings and plays 
“roll back” harp. I had not 
heard him play until one won-
derful night at the Stony Inn. 
The man has charisma and 
took my breath away the mo-
ment he started to play.  Then, 
he sings and gets you right in 
the gut. 
 
Steve retired from the music 
for many years to ranch and 
show horses, but back in the 
day…………….well in the 
70’s, he played on stage with 
BB King, Muddy Waters, Otis 
Span, Luther Tucker, Sonny 
Terry & Brownie McGee, 
Charlie Daniels, Elvin Bishop, 
Mike Bloomfield, and more. 
He played with bands that 
opened for such greats as 
Albert King, Chuck Berry, 
John Lee Hooker, Janis Joplin 
and the Grateful Dead. 
 
This band seduced my senses 
with sweet and sexy “bring me 
home” blues at first song. 
What made it even more inter-
esting were the other players 
in the band, two that I already 
know and love. To my sur-
prise, the two would be Steve 
Knobles, bass and Grant 
Urias, guitar and vocals.  
 
Steve Knobles is a great bass 
player in his own right and sits 
in for Chuck Trujillo who is 

Meet Steve Gatz and Doubleshuffle 
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Vj Continued, page 6 
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Spotted Dog Rockin’ 
Blues Revue 

est tents.  The “headliner” stage may 
draw more people off and on during 
the day, but those three tents are 
always standing room only.  This 
year the Blues Tent had its’ usual 36 

Vj Continued from Page 5 

G.R.B in Del Mar in the late '70's. 
Michael stopped playing profession-
ally in the '80s and '90s, but came 
back in full force in 2000 and is hav-
ing more fun than should be al-
lowed. 
 
David Zeiher, bass, is a self taught 
musician. Dave’s life-long love for 
Blues and Rock & Roll finally led him 
to learn to play guitar. Then at the 
ripe old age of 42, while making the 
rounds at Sacramento Area Blues 
Jams, Dave started to be noticed by 
top local players as a solid back line 
player. He was soon asked to join 
"The Astoria Street Band", a local 
Rock & Roll and Blues cover band. 
Three years later, Dave was enlisted 
by "The Fabulous Bluenetics". 
Dave's got forty years worth of mu-
sic built up in him just looking for a 
way to get it out. It looks like he's 
found the right way to do it. 
 
Mike Herte started playing guitar at 
age 10. Joining his first band in 
1965, Mike played popular rock 
tunes of the day through his high 
school years until, after hearing the 
likes of Jimi Hendrix and Eric Clap-
ton, he gave up electric guitar in 
frustration thinking he could never 
play at a higher level. Mike didn't 
pick up an electric guitar again until 
1995 when his wife surprised him 
with a gift of a Telecaster and some 
lessons. "That's when I realized that 
playing guitar was in my heart and 

soul. I didn't need to measure myself 
against others. I just enjoy making 
music." Mike has had a Blues 
"jones" since hearing Barry Gold-
berg and Michael Bloomfield jam-
ming on the radio late one night in 
1968. That started a life-long love 
affair with the music. Mike's influ-
ences range from Michael Bloom-
field, Albert Collins and "all the 
Kings" to acoustic players like 
Brownie McGhee. Since picking up 
that Telecaster in 1995 Mike has 
been playing in jam sessions and 
"pick-up" bands always striving to 
improve by playing with like minded 
musicians who share a deep love of 
the Blues. 
 
Jim-Bo Callaghan, a Sacramento 
native, has been pounding the skins 
since the age of ten. Jim first had to 
study piano and have vocal training 
before he could begin Drum lessons. 
Jim received his first Slingerland 
Drum Set from Tiny Moore. He was 
taught by local greats, Joe Belardino 
and Stan Lunetta, providing Jim with 
a distinctive style and groove. Jim 
has played with several local bands 
and has had the opportunity to per-
form with many local talented blues 
performers. 
 
The Spotted Dog Rockin’ Blues Re-
vue is a new SBS band member and 
thanks to Greg Gartrell, a long time 
supporter of the local blues scene.   

Greg Gartell is a local fixture of the 
Sacramento Area Blues Scene. As a 
member of the Sacramento Blues 
Society, Greg has been hosting the 
Wednesday night Blues Jam at the 
Stoney Inn for over three years. Greg 
earned his spurs playing bass and 
guitar for two years, with local favorite 
and recording artist, Guitar Mac. Greg 
has performed at some of the most 
famous blues clubs in northern Cali-
fornia. JJ's in San Jose, Lou's Pier 47 
in San Francisco, Bill's Club at Har-
rah's South Shore and dozens of 
other venues in northern California 
and Nevada. Greg's own combo, 
"The Fabulous Bluenatics", (the 
Stoney Inn blues jam house band) 
has played in several bars and clubs 
in the Sacramento area and ap-
peared two times on the Roseville 
Access Television show, "Friday 
Night Live". 
 
Michael Rosecrans, harp and vocals 
was born in San Diego, CA. Michael 
was introduced to the Blues at the 
age of 10 and has been involved in 
the music business ever since. He 
taught himself to sing and play Blues 
Harmonica at the age of thirteen. He 
shared the stage with Jimmy Smith at 
age fifteen and Taj Mahal at seven-
teen. Michael has played in various 
bands in Southern CA and once 
headlined at Burt Bacharach's club, 

T a l k  A r o u n d  T o w n  b y  D e b o r a h  A .  G r e g o r y  

P a g e  6   V o l u m e  2 8 ;   I s s u e  3  

artists, and it was hard to leave for 
any other venue.  I saw Little 
Freddie King,  L’il Buck Senegal and 
Rudy Richard, Eddie Bo, `Tab Be-
noit, Sonny Landrith, Robert Lowery 
and Virgil Thrasher, C. J. Chenier, 

the Holmes Bros., Deacon John, 
Eric Lindell, Marva Wright and Taj 
Mahal.  And all in two weekends and 
in one place, with prize-winning food 
and arts and crafts as a bonus!              
Vj  Continued page 8 
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Koko Taylor 
Old School 
Alligator Records 
 
Koko has been on the sidelines 
the past few years, due to 
health issues.  Now she is back 
– with a capital B!  From her 
first customary yelp to the last 
note, this recording reflects her 
wonderful sense of what the 
Blues are about. 
 
Old School refers to the legen-
dary artists she heard and sang 

with when she first came to 
Chicago in the early 1950s. 
She shows that she knows 
the style, and even applies it 
to four new song she has writ-
ten and recorded here.   
 
The band sounds like her 
regular band, but I swear I 
also hear Billy Branch and his 
harmonica.  The band is up-
beat, and Koko’s style is 
hard-driving.  I dare you to sit 
still and listen to Old School.  

More CD Reviews, page 8 
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Please consider contributing your  
impressions and articles to Blue Notes!  

Photos  are also welcome  for our  
website and for publication. 

Send to 
  

or 

Blue Notes! Deadline is the second Tuesday of each odd month. 

Y o u r  C o n t r i b u t i o n s  

info@sacblues.com  
Editor—Blue Notes! 
4116 Lotus Avenue  

Sacramento, CA  95822 

Although a band's drummer may be 
good and all the other band's musi-
cians great, you'll have only a 'good' 
band. Then again, if a band's drum-
mer is mediocre and the other players 
are great, the band will be 'mediocre'.  
 
Revolving Doors' drummer, Don 
Gates, makes a big difference. He has 
experience playing many genres, from 
jazz and blues to swing and latin, 
country and reggae to classic rock 
and hard rock. In addition, he has a 
degree in music and applies that 
knowledge to every song he plays. 
Because of this, Don is desired by 
many groups in the greater Sacra-
mento area and does from time to 
time perform with some of them, get-
ting booked far in advance. Yes, he's 

got the chops and it shows. Conse-
quently, the Revolving Doors have a 
fill-in drummer from time to time, some 
of them being really 'good' drummers, 
but they're not Don Gates.  

 
Don is a great drummer, adding his 
musical talents and knowledge when-

ever he performs, especially with the 
Revolving Doors, who play various 
musical genres, including their origi-
nal flavor of rock. The band's other 
two members, Greg King and Joe 

Pallatin, do indeed appreci-
ate and are grateful for 
what Don brings to the mu-
sical table, including his 
commitment to the band's 
success.  So, as the story 
goes, if a band has a great 
drummer and good musi-
cians, then most likely the 
band will in turn be great.  
 
The Revolving Doors is no 

exception. It is true - As a drummer 
goes, so goes the band!  

As a Drummer Goes,  so Goes the Band By Joe Pallatin 

Vj’s Ramblings  from Page 6 

He was born in 1913, began 
playing blues in 1927 and was 
“discovered” when he joined 
Muddy Waters to replace Otis 
Spann in 1969.  It’s enough to 
give any musician hope.  I 
really enjoyed this special 
peek into the life of a true 
American legend.  If you are a 
piano fan or interested in 
Blues legends, this DVD is for 
you.   
Pinetop will also be the head-
lining act at the Russell City-
Hayward Blues Festival.  See 
the flyer on page 7  

C D  R e v i e w s  b y  V j  — c o n t i n u e d  

If you like the Blues – or just like mu-
sic, put the New Orleans Jazz and 
Heritage Festival as a must-do on 
your list.   
 
Speaking of must-do, Sacramento 
News and Review has announced the 
SAMMIE nominees.   Nominees in 
the Blues category are: 
The Jimmy Pailer Band 
Kentucky Slim 
The Linda Bracamonte Band 
Stacie Eakes and the Superfreaks 
Aaron King Trio 
Voting starts June 1st.   Go to the 
SN&R Sacramento website to vote. 
Now go out and see some live music!   
 

Pinetop Perkins and Various art-
ists 
Born in the Honey – The Pinetop 
Perkins Story 
Sagebrush Productions 
 
This really isn’t a CD, but a 
DVD in the Blues Biographies 
series from Sagebrush Pro-
ductions, with an accompany-
ing CD Pinetop Perkins on the 
88’s - Live in Chicago.    This 
video biography of his life and 
career is enhanced with inter-
views from his fellow friends 
and musicians, as well as his 
own narrative.   
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Your ad here! 
 

Let the Community know that you 
support the  

Sacramento Blues Society and 

it’s many educational programs  

 

 
Peter H. Cole, ChFC, LCSW 

 

Guidance in  

 

 (916) 444-1122 
 

K e e p  L i v e  M u s i c  A l i v e !     
s e e  a  P e r f o r m a n c e  T o n i g h t  

Please Patronize the Businesses that Support your Blues Society 
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Please Patronize the Businesses that Support your Blues Society 

 

Steve’s Music 
Not just another music store 

Buy, Sell, Trade 
 

916-925-6411 
stvknobl@aol.com 
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Showcase Your Band With the $50.00 annual SBS Band Membership.   
you get a Free Business card size ad in the  first Blue Notes! Following your membership date  

And follow-up listings for as long as you remain a Band Member.   
you will also get announcements and offers to Musicians received on our website.   

 

Mike Carpenter   
John E Sandwich 

916-225-0209 

 

e-mail Artstar.1@sbcglobal.net 
Call 916 417-7209 or 916-216-3919 

P l e a s e  s u p p o r t  o u r  S B S   
B a n d  M e m b e r s  

(209) 467-4500 or (209) 468-8663 
(209) 986-2912 Cell; (209-547-0125 Fax 

Toll-free 1-888-468-8663 
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. 

H e l p  a  S t a r v i n g  M u s i c i a n !    
H i r e  a n  S B S  M e m b e r  b a n d  

Steve Foster Band 

High Energy Blues and Rock 

mrfoster@webtv.net 

www.stevefosterband.com 
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Board of Directors Meetings  
are held the 2nd Tuesday of each 

month, 7:00 PM at the SMUD  
Building, 6301 S Street,  

Sacramento, CA.   
 

All SBS members in good standing 
are invited. 

 

COMMI TTEE CHAI RS 
Blues I n The Schools 

Cynthia Jaynes 
 

Events 
Stan Alves/ John Noxon 

 
Mem bership 

Kim  DuVall 
 

Blue Notes New slet ter   
Deborah Gregory/ Vj  Anderson 

 
Fundra ising and Grants   

Pat  Hannon 
 

W ebm aster  
Dave Baldwin 

 
I nternat ional Blues Chal-

lenge  
John Noxon 

 
Public Relat ions 

Gail Hannon/ Willie Brown 
 

BOARD OF  
DI RECTORS 

 
Willie Brown –President  

Stan Alves—Vice President  
Sally Katen—Secretary 

Jason Haxton—Treasurer 
Charles Washington-

Parliam entarian 
 

Valeriejeanne Anderson 
Cathy Dubets 

Kim  DuVall 
Pat  Hannon 

Cynthia Jaynes 
Dem ouy William s 

P. O. Box 60580 

Sacramento, CA  95860-0580 

The official bi-monthly newsletter 

 of the  

Sacramento Blues Society. 

 

Send information for the newsletter to 

editor@sacbloues.com  

or to 

Editor—Blue Notes! 

4116 Lotus Avenue 

Sacramento, CA  95822 

The Sacramento Blues Society (SBS)  
 is a 501 ( c ) 3 nonprofit organization 

formed to preserve and promote 
blues music as an art form. 

 
Sacramento Blues Society (SBS ), 
founded 1979, is one of the oldest blues 
societies in California. The SBS has 
kept the blues tradition alive in the Sac-
ramento area by promoting the local 
blues music scene and bringing interna-
tionally renowned artists to the region. 
 
SBS is an affiliate member of The 
Blues Foundation.   We provide educa-
tional opportunities for young people 
with the foundation’s “Blues In The 
Schools” Program,  and other pro-
grams in partnerships with area schools 
and after-school programs. 
 

Blue Notes!   

VISIT OUR WEBSITE! 

WWW.SACBLUES.COM 


