
1



2

The Sacramento Blues Society (SBS) is one of the oldest blues societies in California, founded in 1979. SBS 

is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit corporation formed to preserve and promote blues music as an art form. SBS has kept 
the blues tradition alive in the Sacramento area by promoting the local blues music scene, bringing international-
ly renowned artists to the region and publishing the “Blue Notes” six times a year. SBS is an affiliate member of 
The Blues Foundation, which honored us with a 2015 Keeping the Blues Alive Award, and provides educational 
opportunities for young people with The Blues Foundation’s “Blues in The Schools” Program.

Board of Directors  

Meetings - 2nd  

Tuesday of each 

Month, 7:00 p.m.

All SBS Members in 
good standing are invited 

to attend.

For more details, 
 including meeting 

 location, check: 
www.sacblues.com/ 

who-we-are/

2019 Board of Directors

Brandon Bentz

Cari Chenkin

Ro Bloodwell

Art Quinn

Rich Gormley

Mari Lu Onweller

Jim Tatol

Rosemaire Duffy

Tony Westlake

2019 Committee Chairs

Blues in the Schools - Lisa Phenix

Hall of Fame - Sally Katen

Events - TBD

Membership & Sponsorships -  Linda McShane

Public Relations & Social Media - Art Quinn

Volunteer Coordinator -TBD

Donor Gifts - TBD

Blue Notes Newsletter - Cari Chenkin

Website and IBC Competition - Dave Alcock

Help keep the Blues alive - Contact a Chair or Board 
Member to volunteer for the Board or a Committee!

President’s Column
By Brandon Bentz, President

As we approach the New Year, it is time to 

reflect on the past year. It is a useful exercise 
to undertake each year to critically evaluate 

where you have been and where you want to 

go.I think this has been a great year, and 
I'd like to share with you how I became your 
President. 

I took over the Presidency a little less than a year ago, when Renee 
Erickson was suddenly faced with a serious health problem. I had 
taken the Vice Presidency over just a few months earlier when the 

former VP stepped down. The Board voted me into the VP spot, to 
fill the vacancy and introduce new blood and new ideas. As a new 
Board of Directors member of the SBS, I had posed an idea to the 
Board to become a Confederation of Chapters across Northern 

California, with the thought that it would strengthen the representa-

tion of the Sacramento Blues Society regionally and nationally.  
When Renee realized the responsibility of the Presidency would be 

too much to contend with, while she dealt with her health, she an-

nounced she needed to step down. At that time the Board proposed 
that Renee and I switch positions, Renee would become the Vice 
President and I would assume the Presidency, with the contingency 
that the Board members help me navigate these responsibilities to 

make up for my lack of experience. The Board agreed, and I have 
to say, they've proven to be an amazing support system.  
Immediately I was faced with the challenges of a dwindling mem-

bership, losing Board members to term limits and being at risk of 

falling below the critical Board member numbers, as well as a very 

lean Society budget. My first task to tackle was the membership. I 
realized that there were other Blues groups in the Sacramento area 

that had within their ranks disgruntled former SBS members.  So, 
I proposed to the Board that we allow these members of the other 

groups to attend our shows (with their membership cards) at SBS 

member prices. My view is that we are one big community of Blues 
lovers, and we need to be open-armed to each other. I also targeted 
sponsored shows at higher visibility venues, such as the Harmonica 

Slapdown at the Harris Center. The Harris Center sends out their 
seasonal mailers to 100,000+ members, and the advertising power 

could not be denied. In addition, their membership is a very affluent, 
educated, and involved group. We signed up 35 new individual and 
family memberships at that show. Our next show to be held there 
will be the Summer Soulstice 2019 with Wee Willie Walker, Terri 

Odabi, and the Anthony Paule Soul Orchestra. Hope to see you 
there.
Next was the Board membership crisis. If we fell below a critical 
number of Board members, our Non-profit would dissolve. So, we 
started a blitz of encouragement for not only new members, but 

members who would participate in our governance. We are now 
seeing a big upswing in involved members who want to help on the 

Board or on Committees to steer our society toward the future. 
Finally, our financial problems needed to be addressed. I became 
the Chair of the Events Committee and we went to an every-other- 

month schedule for sponsoring events. And we aimed to bring 
higher quality events to our stage, to make them more noteworthy 

and attract more members and more affluent members. An example 
was the Harmonica Slapdown, that profited the society more than 
any other show in the recent past. Additionally, we now have some-

one who is spearheading fund raising and I anticipate that this will 
also bring in more money than before. Lastly, I want to recognize 
efforts by Board members to raise funds, such as the wonderful job 

Sally Katen is doing with donation raffles at our Hall of Fame and 
Membership events. Kudos to her.
Overall, I think it has been a very positive year. But, at this new 
year time it is a time to anticipate the challenges of the future. 
We continue to need more financial stability, more members, and 
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increased member participation. We also need to hold onto our 
younger fanbase, which is being addressed in our Blues In the 
Schools project, but we need other ideas to complement their 

success. Finally, we will need leadership which will continue these 
positive steps. My term as President will expire in January and, due 
to my getting a great job with an ENT group in Yakima, WA, I will be 
relocating. I hope to create a vibrant Blues scene in Yakima, and will 
still continue my relationship with the SBS until it is time for me to 

“go back to Mother Earth”. I hope you feel as I believe, that I have 
helped to steer this big battleship of a society toward calmer waters. 
And I hope the new skipper of the Society will come on board with 
his/her own ideas and energy, and continue this forward progress. 
It has been an honor to be your President, and I look forward to 
continuing to collaborate on into the future.

2018 Board of Directors Election Results
The Sacramento Blues Society had its annual member meeting, 

combined with our holiday party and election for vacancies on the 

Board of Directors for 2019. Six new Directors were elected: Ro 
Bloodwell, Cari Chenkin, Rosemaire Duffy, Marilu Onweller, Jim 

Tatol and Tony Westlake. They will join continuing Board members 
Brandon Bentz, Art Quinn and Rich Gormley to complete the 2019 

Board of Directors. Officers will be elected from the Board members 
at the January Board of Directors meeting on January 8, 2019, and 

the new slate of officers will be listed in the next issue of the Blue 
Notes.

Jim Tatol

Ro BloodwellCari Chenkin MariLu Onweller

Tony Westlake

President's Column, con't. from P. 2

February is Black History Month, and it’s worth mentioning here 
because the Blues, the music that this Society is dedicated to sup-
porting and preserving, can actually be considered a history of the 
Black American experience.
From this perspective, it’s important to recognize the sacrifices, 
struggles, contributions and achievements that African-Americans 
have made, and how the music they created has not only chronicled 
those milestones, but has also given rise to most of the popular 
music genres we listen to today. Those of us who are teachers, par-
ents and grandparents have an obligation to educate our children 
to understand the power, beauty and history of Blues, and how it 
relates to American history and culture. It’s crucial to heighten our 
awareness and understanding of a significant segment of society 
that for too long has been marginalized and suppressed.
When researching ideas for this article, I came across a number of 
websites offering a rich variety of essays, information, photos and 
sound clips about the history of the Blues and American culture. I’m 
including a partial list here, so those interested in learning or teach-
ing about it can enjoy those resources.
▪ https://www.allaboutbluesmusic.com/black-history-month/
▪ http://teachrock.org/teachrock-during-black-history-month-part-
3-music-as-a-representation-of-people-and-place/
▪ https://nafme.org/during-black-history-month-in-february-explore-
musics-rich-role/

▪ http://www.toledolibrary.org/blog/10-influential-songs-to-celebrate-
black-history-month

▪ http://library.rockhall.com/black_history_month/BHM/music
▪ https://www.pbs.org/theblues/classroom/defhistory.html
Part of the Sacramento Blues Society’s mission of “keeping the 
Blues alive” should include making sure that we all do our part 
to honor the Black musicians who created (and still perform) this 
uniquely American art form, and to share our knowledge of it with 
future generations.

February Is Black History Month

Membership Update              By Linda McShane
Hello SBS Members,

As I finish processing 52 membership forms from December, I am 
happy to say that  29 are new members & 23 are renewing! Wel-
come to the new members & thank you all for supporting our local 

Blues Society!
Now for the hard part! The December membership party is always 
fun & brings in many new members.The SBS would love to provide 
more successful events during the year, but it takes work! So if you 
can volunteer to help out in any way, please step up. 
There are many committees to choose from & I’m sure SBS could 
use a ‘volunteer coordinator’! The best way to find out is to attend a 
BOD meeting on the 2nd Tues of each month at 7p. Our website at 
www.sacblues.com has all the info!
You can also send me an email with your volunteer skills & I’ll make 
a note on the database  “membership@sacblues.com” 
The SBS has been around since 1979 - promoting & preserving 

blues music in our area & you can check out details on the website 

Sacramento Blues Society Publications
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Blue Notes, Bi-Monthly Newsletter -  
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Blues in the Schools Update By Lisa Phenix

The Sacramento Blues Society Blues In The Schools program 
(BITS) was blessed to be one of the beneficia-
ries of KZAP’s 50th Anniversary celebration re-
cently. KZAP generously donated $500 to BITS 
to help fund BITS programs that include assem-
blies, our high school after school program, and 
annual Spring showcase of student bands.   
(www.k-zap.org)  
BITS is planning a showcase/fundraiser in February to help cover 
additional costs of these programs. We hope to have it this year at 
an all-ages-friendly venue for full family fun.
Blues in the Schools is happily booking elementary school as-
semblies through Any Given Child (which covers most costs). BITS 
brought its live blues to Greengate Elementary school in mid-De-
cember, where music and merriment was enjoyed by all.
Are you a parent, teacher, student in the Sacramento area? Reach 
out to David Alcock (by emailing thru the SBS website) to book a 
Blues show at your local school. BITS is honored to bring the Blues, 
its rhyming and timing, shake, rattle and rollin', and singing out 
of sorrow, to Sacramento area students. Teachers, students, and 
performing blues musicians alike get so much out of these shows.  
There’s nothing like a live show in the middle of the school day; 
dancing, singing, egg shaking, and smiles galore. 
Long term SBS member Earl Withycombe, has graciously agreed to 
do grant writing for BITS.Yay! Earl, thank you, thank you, thank you.  
Readers and blues fans, we need you to help BITS bring the Blues 
to students, young and old, near you. Join us!
Many of our BITS student graduates and new assembly performers 
and teachers were busy playing holiday season shows. Please en-
joy their talents and support them when you can; Vincent Pantages, 
Kyle Rowland, Ruby Gypsy, Ryder Greene, Austin Mo, Zack Wa-
ters, Derek Fresquez (Cutting the Chord), J. T. Loux (Tonic Zephyr 
Band), Stephen Kimball (Gary Mendoza Band), just to name a few.
As 2019 begins, BITS thanks each and every one of you for your 
readership and support of our programs, venues, blues musicians 
and the Sacramento Blues Society.  
Sacramento is blessed with a truly wonderful Blues community; it’s 
a joy to see each of you wearing smiles and dancing shoes.

www.sacblues.com. It’s people like you who keep the Blues Society 
going strong! Thank you for supporting your local Blues Society - 
keeping the blues alive!  

Membership Update, con't. from p. 3

My Birthday Celebration with  

Tab Benoit! By Barbara Katen
It seems like every year I trek down I-80 to celebrate my birthday 
with a show in Oakland. This year, on November 6th, my cousin 
Sally and I celebrated at Yoshi’s with Tab Benoit and, holy cow! 
Those of you who know me, know of my love for Tab Benoit…

yeah, the stuff dreams are made of. We left early, got there early for 
dinner (Yoshi’s has delicious food, dessert…not so much) in order 

to get seats in the front and it worked! We were almost dead center 
in front of the stage for this sold out show. Opening for Tab was the 

Whiskey River Revue featuring Jeff McCarty and Eric Johanson 

with Tab on drums!  Both are on Tab’s record label and are very 
talented.
The Whiskey River Revue was a good opening act for Tab and 

his power trio of Coy Duplechin on bass and Jeffery “Jelly Bean” 

Alexander on drums. So, with barely a break between acts, Tab and 
his crew took center stage and the real magic began! Tab performed 
Medicine, Night Train, Bayou Boogie, Shelter Me and 

others, and sipped from his plastic cup (Remy Martin?) as well as a 

bottle of water between songs.
Did I really take over 50 photos? Why, yes, I did. It’s been over 
three years since Tab’s been in our area of California and I didn’t 
want to miss a thing. I just hope it’s not that long before he comes 
back our way. One of the best blues shows, I recommend him to 
EVERYONE.  f you get a chance, go see him.  You will come away 
from his show a fan. I guarantee it.
After an encore brought the Whiskey River Revue back out on 

stage to play with them, they took their bows and headed off into 

the night. Sally and I were delayed as our bill had an error and we 
waited awhile to have it fixed and get our parking ticket validated, 
all this as Yoshi’s was closing. Finally, we got out the door and 
headed to the car. As we rounded the corner, I noticed a man from 
the back leaning against a lamp post smoking a cigar and as Sally 

was several steps ahead of me, I saw her stop and start talking to 
him. It wasn’t until I got up alongside her and looked to see who she 
was talking to that my mouth dropped down to my knees and I think 
I uttered out loud “Oh my God.”  Yep, it was Tab. Sally told him we 
were there celebrating my birthday and he wished me Happy Birth-

day and stood there on the street smoking his stogie and chatting 

with us for a while about bowling, his mother’s good fortune with 

slot machines, playing poker and this and that. All the while I was 
touching the phone in my pocket and debating on whether I should 
take it out and snap a photo. Ultimately, I felt it would break the spell 
of 3 people just standing on the street chatting by going all “fan 
girl” on him so I didn’t. The conversation ended with us telling each 
other it was nice chatting and I floated on over to the garage the 
car was parked in. To say I was on a high driving home would be 
an understatement. I cannot thank my wonderful cousin/best friend 
Sally enough for this very special birthday evening. And to Tab, in 
case I forget, Happy Birthday to you too (November 17th) and on 
a personal note…I miss the beard. It was a phenomenal night I will 
not soon forget.
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Cover Story - 2nd Annual V.J. Anderson 

Volunteer Award Presented
Shown on the cover of this issue of Blues Notes are Andi Hernan-

dez and Cynthia Jaynes. Cynthia, who was the first V.J. Anderson 
Volunteer Award winner, presented the award posthumously honor-

ing the late Daniel Hernandez, which was accepted by his widow, 

Andi at our Annual Membership Meeting/Holiday Party on Decem-

ber 1. The award is given to honor the efforts of an outstanding 
SBS volunteer, and is a new tradition that began in 2016 to honor 
the memory of long-time SBS Member/Board Member & Officer/ 
Newsletter Editor ValerieJeanne Anderson.
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Lazy Lester Love By Mick Martin
December 3rd’s celebration of life at Harlow’s for bluesman Lazy Lester and benefit for his wife, Pike Kaksonen, was a spectacular success 
on so many levels.It was a triumph of the heart, an amazing night of virtuosity in music and a coming together of generous souls occupying 
both sides of the stage. 
Two of Lester’s disciples, Kyle Rowland and Chas Hansen, opened the show and the audience was treated to a recreation of the swamp 

blues made famous by Excello Records, a sound the multi-talented Lazy Lester was instrumental in creating. Rick Estrin gave a breathtak-

ing performance that was followed by the towering artistry of Lee Oskar (known for his work with Eric Burdon & War).  In actual truth, every 
performance was world class. Mark Hummel generously took the more challenging middle slot and was just as commanding a performer as 
those who followed him. Hummel collaborated on the flawless production of the event with Mindy Giles and Steve Nikkel of Swell Produc-

tions.
As a grateful witness to the music and acting as emcee, I deliberately put myself in a position of being able to thank and praise the people 
who performed; something that wasn’t quite built in to the basic structure of the event. A complete chronicle of the show would require a 
feature-article-sized post, and I’d probably leave someone out. Suffice it to say, the music was never less than superb, featuring as it did 
Lester’s label mate, Henry Clement, Beth Reid-Grigsby and Richard W. Grigsby of Red’s Blues (with the remarkable Dave Earl on guitar & 
Harp), Rusty Zinn, Tim Wilbur, Larry Carr, Dave Rotundo, Rowdy Kate with Keri Carr and many top-notch musicians who generously gave 

of their time and considerable talents, to say nothing of traveling from as far away as Portland and Seattle. The members of the elbow-to-
elbow audience (on a Monday night!) were frequently on their feet, cheering and dancing. I’m certain Lester was singing along and laugh-

ing. Wow! What a night!

Photos courtesy of 
Beth Reid Grigsby 
and Mindy Giles.



7

Introducing Jessica Malone *Rising Star
Second in a Series By Jan Kelley
Once I heard Jessica and her band, I knew I had to write about 
them. Although not necessarily of the Blues genre, they include it 
and jazz as a part of the soulful 

Indie, Folk, Americana sound 
that blend so well together.
This 2018 Sammies Art-
ist of the Year is one not 

to miss!  Her first album was 
Miles Left to Walk in Febru-

ary 2018. Then the EP The 

Waiting Hours included her 

current band lineup, released 

in October 2018. Their new-

est album Jessica Malone 
Live, was recorded live at Har-

low’s in Sacramento and the 

Crazy Horse Saloon in Nevada 

City, the release of which was 

celebrated at Goldfield’s on December 8th. There will be a second 
release party at Crazy Horse on January 18th.  
Jessica speaks highly of her band, consisting of the fantastic violin/

fiddle player Giorgi Khokhobashvili, Brett Vaughn on electric guitar, 
Thomas Mackerness on upright bass and “groovy” Barry Eldridge, 

drums. They create sounds together that showcase Malone’s vocals 
and guitar work magnificently with individual solos that prove their 
own musical abilities. Her love of music shines in all of her original 
works.
Jessica was born in upstate New York and has lived in California 

since the age of three, growing up in Mt. Shasta and Humboldt. Her 
earliest music influences were her mother and guitar playing father 
and their unfailing support, her Uncle Mark Malone who earned a 
master’s in classical guitar, later followed by professionals Jewel, 

Carole King’s Tapestry album, Billie Holliday and Etta James, 

among others. She started playing guitar and singing at the age of 
11.
Malone also heralded her music teachers through the years:  Roger 
and Mary Emerson in Middle School; Greg Eastman in High School, 

and numerous others in college.  She later earned a degree in 
Music/Vocal Performance at Humboldt State.  Her fellow musicians 
are also degreed in Music (Humboldt, Berkeley, Waldorf).  
This group has been performing together less than two years but 

you’d never know it, their sound is mellifluous. Jessica performs 
solo, as a duo with one of her band members and in her full band 

and happily engages in house concerts as well.  
This versatile singer/songwriter also teaches vocals, guitar and 

ukulele to students of various ages on certain days of the week, 

performs other days and has one ME Day, to do what feels good to 

her soul, which might include teaching cello. She encourages her 
students to perform at OpenMic night in Fair Oaks, just as a learn-

ing lesson. What a fun way to learn!
Jessica has had the honor of being interviewed by Beth Ruyak on 

the program Insight on CPR, 
appeared on Good Morning 

America, and performed in 

the Music in the Park series in 

Sacramento, among many other 

appearances. She recently 
played solo, opening for Peter 

Case at The Side Door.  You 
can learn more about her at: 
jessicamalonemusic.com.

Blast from the Past
By Bob Cosman

So, the holidays are over and here we are again 

in the damp, dark months of winter, just the right 

time for some smokin’ blues music. While the 
festivals are over, many artists are touring this time of year and 

Sacramento has, for many, been included as a stop. From ALBERT 
COLLINS to ZAC HARMON, from RORY BLOCK to ROBBEN 
FORD, from B.B.KING to W.C. CLARK, we have had our pick of 
the best. BOBBY “BLUE” BLAND was  here in ‘81, PEPPERMINT 
HARRIS in ‘89, JIMMIE DAWKINS and QUEEN IDA played at the 
PALMS PLAYHOUSE in Davis in 1995, where there were dozens of 
shows during the winter months before moving to Winters in 2004, 

including: JAMES ARMSTRONG ‘98, MARCIA BALL 03, ROY ROG-

ERS & THE DELTA RHYTHM KINGS 1992 through 1996, LAVELLE 
WHITE ‘97,  the REVEREND BILLY C. WERTZ ‘95 & ‘98,THE 
HOLMES BROTHERS ‘95, CLARENCE “GATEMOUTH”BROWN 
‘88 &’97, ELVIN BISHOP “89,’93,’94, PINETOP PERKINS ‘03, THE 
BLIND BOYS OF ALABAMA ‘89,’93, WILLIAM CLARK ‘93, JUNIOR 
WELLS ‘95, JOE LOUIS WALKER ‘1990 through 1996, PAUL DE-

LAY ‘90 and SMOKIN’ JOE KUBEK with BENOIS KING in 1994. 
“BIG” MIKE BALMA’S SACRAMENTO HERITAGE FESTIVALS 
brightened up many cold rainy days with shows featuring the 

likes of: FRANKIE LEE, FILLMORE SLIM ‘01, OTIS CLAY 2010, 
MICHAEL BURKS ‘04, HOWARD TATE ‘05, LUCKY PETERSON 
three times, RONNIE BAKER BROOKS and JOHN LEE HOOKER 
JR. in’07, PHILIP WALKER ‘00, THE SOUL OF JOHN BLACK 2010, 
JOHNNY RAWLS twice, SHEMEKIA COPELAND in 1998 when she 
was 18 years old, JOHNNY BASSETT in 2000, the great LITTLE 
MILTON ‘03 where over 600 fans were in attendance at THE 
HORSEMAN’S CLUB, and the late JAMES COTTON.
The SUTTER STREET SALOON was host to many before their 
name change including; NORTON BUFFALO & THE KNOCKOUTS 
every year from ‘90-’97, CHARLIE MUSSELWHITE ‘93 &’94, AN-

SON FUNDERBURGH & THE ROCKETS with SAM MEYERS ‘92 
& ‘93 and COMMANDER CODY in 1990. After the name change to 
the POWERHOUSE PUB, the joint continued to pump out the blues 
with the likes of; COCO MONTOYA in ‘00, and SAVOY BROWN in 

‘03.  Up the road in Newcastle, CONSTABLE JACK’S brought us 
MEM SHANNON ‘03, CRAIG HORTON 06, GUITAR SHORTY ‘03, 
and BIG JACK JOHNSON in 2000.  MELARKEY'S on Broadway 



8

showcased TERRY HANCK ‘87, MITCH WOODS & HIS ROCKET 
88’S ‘89, SMOKEY WILSON ‘97 and ROD PIAZZA & THE MIGHTY 
FLYERS in 1991.  SAM’S HOF BRAU added to the fun with LU-

THER TUCKER ‘91, BOBBY WEBB ‘91, and SONNY RHODES in 
1988.  FINIS TASBY and LOUISIANA RED both played at THE RA-

MADA INN in 1998.  Finally, THE TORCH CLUB contributed shows 
by RED ARCHIBALD & THE INTERNATIONALS ‘98 and LARRY 
GARNER “97.  JAMES HARMON was at JOHN SHERMAN’S BAR 
& GRILLE in 1988 and JACKIE GREENE had a great show at THE 
BLUE LAMP in 2003.  All these shows just in the months of January 
and February.
Sadly, many of these musicians are no longer with us and some of 

the venues have closed but BLUES MUSIC is still out there during 
these cold, wet months at new places like MOMO’S, SOFIA’S, THE 
HARRIS CENTER, and HARLOW’S, along with the old standbys 
like THE CREST THEATER, THE TORCH CLUB and POWER-

HOUSE PUB. There is nothing like LIVE MUSIC to chase the chill 
away, so please get off your butts & get into the clubs and support 

this stuff before it all goes away. 
JLW at the Sofia December 6, 2018
by Mick Martin
Joe Louis Walker is a national treasure. His performance at the 
Sofia Arts Center last night was a music lover's dream come true.  
Sacramento's own Katie Knipp opened the show for JLW. Then, the 
man himself took the stage. That rich voice, his impeccable playing 
and choice of material made for a night of joyful entertainment.  
He's an educator, too, but he does it in a gentle, celebratory way.  
No one on this planet better represents the richness of America's 
musical styles: blues, rock 'n roll, blues rock, R&B and gospel, 
among them.  And, most of all, his show was fun, full of surprises 
and absolutely infectious!  As they say, a good time was had by all. 
Thank you, Mr. Walker; please come back soon!

Bob's Blast, con't. from p. 7

Photos by Barbara Katen
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2018 Membership/Holiday Party
Featuring the Fabulous SUGARAY RAYFORD

By Barbara Katen
I usually jump right in with relish to write reviews 
of the shows I attend but this one has thrown 
me for a bit of a loop.  Can’t quite figure out why 
other than it’s a review of our Membership Party 

and a review of the AMAZING Sugaray Rayford.  
Where do I start? 

How about here…the Membership party was held Saturday, 

December 1st at Harlow’s Restaurant & Nightclub with the doors 

opening at 1:00 p.m. This was a new venue for our Membership 
party. Two things came in to play when going with this venue. 1) We 
lost the hold we had at the VFW Hall thru some confusion/miscom-

munication and 2) There was discussion about trying out a different, 

albeit slightly more upscale venue. Harlow’s came through for us at 
a rather late date and the party was on. Besides the bar and restau-

rant, Harlow’s accommodated us by making sure Christmas décor 

was up for us by the 1st. A special Holiday Thank You to Harlow’s 
and the staff for everything they did to contribute to our Membership 

party atmosphere and success.
Brandon Bentz, our 2018 SBS President and Events Committee 

chair, went above and beyond in getting the fantastic, amazing 

Sugaray Rayford to provide the entertainment. Suga is a BIG guy 
(6’7”) with the voice of an angel. It was Suga – Vocals, Allan Markel 
– Bass, Alastair Green – Guitar, Drake “Munkihaid” Shining – Key-

board, Lavelle Jones – Drums and Allan Walker – Sax. Top Notch, 
Top of the Line entertainment. I, with my little black cane hobbling 
around, actually put on my dancing shoes because I just could not 
sit still listening to Sugaray and his band!. The dance floor was the 
place to be!  Sugaray even took it out to the street with mic in hand 
with some partygoers following him, and had passersby and onlook-

ers singing and dancing along. It was epic! Suga ended the enter-
tainment with the famous Louis Armstrong song, “What a Wonderful 

World” and I swear his voice sounds like velvet!
Sally Katen and her trusty team of volunteers outdid themselves 

with donor gifts; special thanks to SBL Entertainment and Mindy 

Giles for donating tickets to their upcoming musical events. Renee 
Erickson, covered the door with her reliable group of volunteers and 

Jan Kelley & Bob Cosman, sponsored and set up a warm sock drive 

for the homeless and less fortunate here in Sacramento.
Last but not least, I must mention that this event was actually a 
membership meeting where we elected new Directors to the Board 

of the Sacramento Blues Society. It is with great pleasure we an-

nounce our incoming 2019 SBS Directors:  Cari Chenkin, Marilu 
Onweller (they’re back!), Ro Bloodwell, Rosmaire Duffy, Tony West-
lake and Jim Tatol. One other piece of "official business" during the 
meeting part of the event was the presentation of the ValerieJeanne 

Anderson Award for outstanding SBS Volunteer. Last year's award 
winner, Cynthia Jaynes, presented the 2018 award, which went 

posthumously to the late Daniel Hernandez, to Daniel's widow, Andi.
I have been trying not to go all “fan girl” in this review as that seems 
to be my M.O. when I write a music review, but I must add my final 

2 cents…Sugaray Rayford is da bomb!  Since the party I have 
purchased every single CD he’s put out on Amazon and I’m listen-

ing in heavy rotation in my car.  What a terrific party and fabulous 
entertainment.  For all of you that were unable to attend, you still 
have the chance to catch Sugaray Rayford at Biscuits and Blues in 

SF on December 28th & 29th. Trust me, you won’t regret that drive 
to the City.
It was a terrific party, I so enjoyed seeing all of you who attended 
and hey, let’s do it again next year!

Photos By:

Janet Hongola,

Jan Kelley &

Barbara Katen
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Jan - Feb 2019 Upcoming Events

1/4 Elvis Cantu Torch Club, Sacramento

1/5 R J Mischo Torch Club, Sacramento

1/6 Rick Estrin & The Night Cats  

 Powerhouse Pub, Folsom

1/8 Kyle Rowland Band     Momo Lounge, 

 Sacramento

1/9 Frankie & The Defenders  Torch Club, 

 Sacramento

1/11 The Coffis Brothers   Torch Club, 
 Sacramento

1/13 Nick Moss w. Dennis Greunling 

 Torch Club, Sacramento

1/13 Laurie Morvan    Powerhouse Pub, Folsom

1/16 Aki Kumar Band Momo Lounge, 

 Sacramento

Hey Blues Buddies!
After a very joyful holiday season that included our successful Mem-

ber Party, we can look forward to some great events the Events 

Committee is already planning for 2018!
The SBS will be teaming up with Swell Productions in an event not 

to be missed!  We are bringing back to California, former resident 
and blues guitar extraordinaire James Armstrong! 
Here’s a little of his history: James was born in Los Angeles, CA in 
1957; his mother was a blues singer and father played jazz guitar.  
He formed his first band at age 17, began playing professionally 
in the Smokey Wilson band in his early 20’s, and continuously 

advanced his career with many other Blues notables.
Armstrong was about to tour with his critically acclaimed first album, 
Sleeping with a Stranger, when tragedy struck.  The events sur-
rounding a home invasion left Armstrong without the use of his left 

hand and arm, including permanent nerve damage.  This threatened 
to end his career forever, but thanks to the support of friends, fans 

and the blues community Armstrong came back two years later with 

a second album, Dark Night.  
James has received several music awards for his songwriting and 

music performances and is now residing in the East Coast.  He is 
currently touring, promoting his new release Blues Been Good to 

Me.  ‘Til next time….

Events Roundup By Jan Kelley 1/16 Hopi Blues Band w. Mojo Morganfield, 
 Torch Club, Sacramento

1/17 Mark Hummel's 28th Annual Blues  

 Harmonica Blowout    Harris Center, 

 Folsom

1/18 Ozomatli Crest Theater, Sacramento

1/18 Volker Strifler & Big Mo Huffman 

 Torch Club, Sacramento

1/19 Marshal Wilkerson Birthday Celebration 

 Torch Club, Sacramento

1/19 Lavay Smith & Her Red Hot Skillet Lickers 

 Sofia Center, Sacramento
1/20 Johnny "Guitar" Knox Birthday Memorial 

 Jam Torch Club, Sacramento

1/20 Red's Blues   Powerhouse Pub, Folsom

1/23 James Armstrong *SBS Show, Discount w. 

 Membership Card Momo Lounge, 

 Sacramento

1/24 Quinn DeVeaux    Torch Club, Sacramento

1/27 Michael Gregory Powerhouse Pub, 

 Folsom

1/30 Val Starr & The Blues Rocket    Momo 

 Lounge, Sacramento

1/31 The James Hunter Six    Harlow's,  

 Sacramento

2/3 Cuttin' the Chord Powerhouse Pub. 

 Folsom

2/6 The Pistofferson Brothers Torch Club, 
 Sacramento

2/10 Dennis Jones Band    Powerhouse Pub, 

 Folsom

2/12 Mindi Abair & The Boneshakers Sofia 

 Center, Sacramento

2/13 Tas Cru & The Tortured Souls *SBS Show, 

 Discont w. Membership Card 

 Momo Lounge, Sacramento

2/16 Albert Cummings Sofia Center, 
 Sacramento

2/17 Aki Kumar Powerhouse Pub, Folsom

2/20 Rocki' Johnny Burgin Momo Lounge, 

 Sacramento

2/21 Soul Rebels Sofia Center, Sacramento
2/24 Café R&B Powerhouse Pub, Folsom

2/27 James "Blue" Boyd     Momo Lounge, 

 Sacramento

2/27 Red's Blues  Empress Tavern, Sacramento

Come celebrate Johnny "Guitar" Knox's 

Birthday!
On January 20, from 3 to 7 pm, the Torch Club will host a Pro 
Memorial Jam in honor of the late Johnny "Guitar" Knox's birthday. 
Numerous local musicians will participate, including Aaron King and 

Ray Copeland, with others TBA, including many Hall of Fame mem-

bers. There will be a $10 cover, with a discount for SBS members 
with membership cards, and proceeds will benefit the SBS Hall of 
Fame.
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Sacramento Blues Society Sponsors & Donors
Thank you for your support and generosity! Members, please patronize our Sponsoring Businesses!

Gold Sponsors

Carrera Productions 

www.carrera-productions.com

Blue Sponsors
The Torch Club

www.torchclub.com
V. John White 

vjw@vjohnwhite.com
Swell Productions

www.swell-productions.com
Stoney’s Rockin’ Rodeo

www.stoneyinn.com
Sheri Murphy 

murphysink@yahoo.com
Guitar Workshop 

www.guitarworkshoponline.com

2020 Eyes / Ron Kehoe 

twentytwentyeyes.com
Music Sacramento 

bray38@hotmail.com
Donelle Anderson 

donellea@comcast.net

AutoAccident.com 

ed@autoaccident.com
Roger Patterson

rbp95816@gmail.com 

Business Owners, if you don’t see your name here, why not join or renew your sponsorship today?

What a lineup! Multiple BMA and Grammy Award winners will take 
the stage at Harris Center for the Blowout.
BOBBY RUSH, Grammy winner, multiple BMA winner and featured 
performer in "Take Me To The River", a musical documentary about 
Memphis/Delta musicians, as well as Martin Scorsese’s documen-

tary "The Blues", will headline the Blowout.
KENNY NEAL, six-time BMA winner, Grammy-nominated musician 

who hails from Louisiana blues royalty, being one of seven musical 

children of harp player Raful Neal. 
JAMES HARMAN, Alabama harpman /vocalist/songwriting genius/

showman supreme, just released his 30th album “FinePrint” on 
Electro-fi this year. 
New Orleans favorite JUMPIN' JOHNNY SANSON has been 
recording lately with Anders Osborne and the North Mississippi 

Allstars; also performing as part of Tab Benoit’s Voice Of The Wet-

lands and appearing/performing in HBO’s Treme! 
Grammy-nominated/ BMA winner MARK HUMMEL'S GOLDEN 
STATE LONE STAR REVUE, featuring Anson Funderburgh, will 
back everyone on these shows!
Mark Hummel's Blues Harmonica Blowouts started as a single 
event in Berkeley, CA in 1991 and have since grown to be the 

premier Harp Event on the West Coast over the last 25 years. 
These events have included a who's who of blues harp icons plus a 
few guitar icons to support them - Huey Lewis, John Mayall, James 

Mark Hummel's 28th Annual Blues  

Harmonica Blowout
January Event a Star-Studded Evening!
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Got an event or an occasion? Need music? Hire an SBS Member Band!

Sacramento Blues Society Member Bands

Charlie Wade’s Blues 

Band 

www.reverbnation.com/char-
liewade

Dave Croall & the  

Soothers 

www.soothersblues.com

Dr. Rock & the Stuff 

www.bookthestuff.com
Guitar Mac

www.guitarmac.net

Hat Trick, an Acoustic 

Trio 

www.oldbluesdude.com

Jeramy Norris & the  

Dangerous Mood 

www.dangerousblues.com

Joe Lev & Friends

www.facebook.com/joelevand-

friends

John Noxon / Tim Noxon 

Rockin’ Blues Band

johnnoxon123@gmail.com

Julie & the Jukes 

www.julieandthejukes.com
Mick Martin & the Blues 

Rockers 

http://micksbluesrockers.com

Momma T & the Shaky 

Ground

www.momma-t-band.com

Red’s Blues 

www.reverbnation.com/reds-

blues

Rick Estrin & the Night 

Cats

www.rickestrin.com

Roharpo the Bluesman 

www.roharpoblues.com
Rube & the Rhythm  

Rockers

srube@sbcglobal.net

The BLUnatics

critical.joe@icloud.com

The Derek Abel Band 

derekabelband.com
The Freewheelers Cello 

Blues Band 

www.thefreewheelers.nl

The Gary Mendoza Band

www.garymendozaband.com
The Hucklebucks 

www.thehucklebucks.com

The Lisa Phenix Band 

www.lisaphenix.com
The Midtown Creepers 

jmcguire@comcast.net
The Ray “Catfish”  
Copeland Band 

www.raycatfishcopeland.com

The Ryder Green Band 

www.rydergreenmusic.com

The Teri Anne Wilson 

Band

www.teriannewilson.com/bio

The Twilight Drifters 

www.twilightdrifters.com
The William Mylar Band 

mylar@mylarville.com
Tony Westlake & the Tuff 
Times 

www.facebook.com/tattblues

Val Starr &The Blues 

Rocket

www.valstarr.com

Zola Moon 

www.zolamoon.com

SBS Membership Benefits for Bands and Musicians 
Musicians, did you know that, as one of the benefits of your Sacramento Blues Society membership, you can write articles on what the 
band is up to, and any new music coming out? If you haven’t already taken advantage of this great benefit, why not start now? And if your 
band isn’t yet an SBS Member Band, now is a great time to join (or renew)!

Cotton, Charlie Musselwhite, Elvin Bishop, Snooky Pryor, Carey 

Bell, John Hammond, Billy Boy Arnold, Magic Dick, Lee Oskar, Paul 

DeLay, Curtis Salgado, Rick Estrin, Rod Piazza, Norton Buffalo, 

Billy Branch, James Harman, Jr. Watson, Sam Myers, and many 
more have toured with these shows.
Harp Blowout Producer, Grammy nominee/Blues Award winner/au-

thor/harp man MARK HUMMEL started playing harmonica in 1970 
and has gone on to become one of the premier blues harmonica 

players of his generation. Hummel's been featured on over thirty 
recordings since 1985, including the Grammy-nominated 2013 
release Blind Pig recording "Remembering Little Walter" (a record-

ing of a Hummel Blues Harp Blowout.)  "Mark Hummel came of age 

in the early '70s, at the height of rock and roll, like many of his peers 
went and bought a harmonica and hasn't stopped playing since. 
A specialist in West Coast Blues he's a seasoned showman who 
knows more than a thing or two about how to please an audience." 
(The New Yorker)

Grammy winner BOBBY RUSH earned his first gold record in 1971.
Rush estimates that he has cut over 370 songs since he first began 
making music. He has been honored with four Grammy nomina-

tions, as well as 47 nominations and 12 awards from the Blues 

Foundation, and a 2006 induction into the Blues Hall of Fame. 
You won't want to miss this exciting Harmonica Blowout, coming to 
the Harris Center on January 17th!
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P. O. Box 60580
Sacramento, CA 95860-0580

Blue Notes is the official 
bi-monthly newsletter of 

the Sacramento Blues 

Society.

Editor: Cari Chenkin

Send information for the 

newsletter to:  

editor@sacblues.com, 

or mail to Editor at the 

above address.

Not a Member? Join on 

our website,  

www.sacblues.com.


